create the conditions for a new powerful upsurge in the
national economy. In the shortest possible time we must
heal the wounds inflicted on our country by the enemy
and restore the prewar level of development of the national
economy, in order considerably to surpass this level in the
nearest future, raise the material well-being of the peoples
and still further strengthen the military and economic
might of the Soviet State."
Everyone can now see that the Soviet people are suc-
cessfully carrying out this Stalin program of firmly con-
solidating the positions won and continuing to advance
to a new economic upswing.
Whereas the program of the first year of the postwar
five-year plan was not completely fulfilled, since in the
first year after the war much effort was spent on the
reconversion of industry from a war to a peace footing, and
also because of the additional difficulties which arose in
connection with the drought and crop failure of 1946,
already in the second year of the five-year plan the position
improved along the whole economic front. In 1947 our
industry not only fulfilled but considerably exceeded its
year's program. The effect of this was that the combined
programs of the first two years of the postwar five-year
plan were completely fulfilled. It must be reckoned as a
great achievement of the Soviet people that already by
the end of last year our industrial output had reached the
level of the prewar year of 1940.
Under these circumstances, the present, 'third year
is of decisive importance for the fulfilment of the postwar
five-year plan. On the success of our efforts, on the efforts
of the Party organizations, trade unions and Young
Communist League depends the fulfilment of the five-year
plan as a whole and, what is especially important, the
possibility of fulfilling it ahead of schedule. And we know
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